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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Engle. The mention of power steering in the preamble does not 
breathe life into the body of the claim and therefore holds no patentable weight, 
and such is also merely intended use. The patent to Engle discloses an article 
for use with a automobile hose that will inherently have damping properties in 
that it will prevent extra noise from the hose hitting items by holding it still, the 
article comprising a hose member 30 having first and second ends, a damper 
structure 12 disposed between ends of the hose, the damper comprising a 
cylindrical main body having a longitudinal axis, a bore formed in the main body 
along the longitudinal axis, the bore receives the tube member, a slot 20 is 
provided extending from the outer surface of the main body and terminating in 
the bore, the width of the slot is smaller than the diameter of the bore, the hose is 
made of flexible material and engages the bore, the main body is made from a 
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rigid material, the diameter of the bore is approximately equal to the outer 
diameter of the hose. 

Claims 1-4, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Opperthauser. The mention of power steering in the preamble 
does not breathe life into the body of the claim and therefore holds no patentable 
weight, and such is also merely intended use. The patent to Opperthauser 
discloses an article for use with a hydraulic hose which is considered the 
equivalent of a power steering hose which is also hydraulic that provides 
damping properties, the article comprising a hose member 14 having first and 
second ends, a damper structure 42 disposed between ends of the hose, the 
damper comprising a cylindrical main body having a longitudinal axis, a bore 
formed in the main body along the longitudinal axis, the bore receives the tube 
member, a slot formed by edges 48,50 is provided extending from the outer 
surface of the main body and terminating in the bore, the width of the slot is 
smaller than the diameter of the bore, the hose is made of flexible material and 
engages the bore, the main body can be formed with a flat planar surface near 
100 or along its sides, and the diameter of the bore is approximately equal to the 
outer diameter of the hose. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
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said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 5, 6, 9, 1 1 , and 1 3-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Opperthauser. The patent to Opperthauser discloses 
all of the recited structure with the exception of providing the planar surface near 
the slot, the diameter of the bore being smaller than the hose or the hose having 
a larger diameter than the bore, and the method of compressing the hose to pass 
it into the slot rather than opening the main body. It is considered to be a mere 
choice of mechanical design to provide the planar portion on any part of the body 
where such would only require a change in shape of the main body and would 
only require routine skill in the art, where such would reduce the extend of the 
main body and thereby save space. The change in dimensions of the diameter 
of the bore or hose are considered merely mechanical expedients where one 
skilled in the art would only require routine experimentation to arrive at optimum 
size values. With respect to the method it is considered merely a reversal of 
steps to compress the hose to fit it through the slot rather than opening the slot 
as such is merely a reversal of the steps where such would only require routine 
skill in the art to understand that the hose could be collapsed instead of forcing 
open the main body to get the hose into the bore. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Miller, Fisher, Knight, Boden, Collins, 
Bornhoffer, Buchholz, Nicholson, Bradshaw, Kalkman and Beatty disclosing state 
of the art dampers and hose covers. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to James F. Hook whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-2913. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to 
Wednesday, work at home Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael Mar can be reached on (703) 308-2087. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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